
 

Language politics and language rights are among 
the most pressing axes of contemporary politics. 
The inclusion of linguistic rights as human rights 
in international law and the foregrounding of lin-
guistic conflicts in various contexts invite the at-
tention of both scholars and policy-makers. The 
2011 Arab Uprisings appeared to open up a space 
for the redefinition of the politics of language and 
culture in relation to national identity and demo-
cratic citizenship. Through the concept of “soft 
power,” a largely under-scrutinized notion that 
alludes to various types of linguistic and cultural 
interaction that affect political and socio-
economic processes, this workshop  addresses the 
“cultural” aspects of transition in the Maghreb, 
both in relation to western influence in the region 
and dilemmas of national identity. 

 

 

Le politiche linguistiche e i diritti linguistici sono 
tra  i temi più pressanti della politica contempora-
nea. Il crescente riconoscimento dei diritti umani 
linguistici nel diritto internazionale e i conflitti 
linguistici sorti in differenti contesti sollecitano 
l’attenzione degli studiosi e dei politici rispetto a 
tali questioni. Le rivoluzioni arabe del 2011 sem-
brano aver aperto spazi per una ridefinizione delle 
politiche linguistiche e culturali anche in relazione 
all’identità nazionale e alla cittadinanza democrati-
ca. Attraverso il concetto di “soft power”, un pa-
radigma che fa riferimento a varie tipologie di 
interazione linguistica e culturale, capaci di in-
fluenzare i processi politici e socio-economici, il 
seminario affronta gli aspetti culturali della transi-
zione nel Maghreb, sia in relazione all’influenza 
occidentale nella regione che alle questioni dell’i-
dentità nazionale. 
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Thursday 12th  May 

 

10:00 

 

Giovanni Belardelli 
Vice Dean 

Dipartimento di Scienze Politiche 

Welcome and Workshop Opening  

 

10:15 - 13:00 

 

Nouri Gana  

University of California, Los Angeles 

Twilight Arabic 

 

Anissa Daoudi 

University of Birmingham 

Fanon’s New Humanism in the Midst  
of the Arab Revolutions: The Language  

Question in Algeria  

 
 

 
 

13:00 Lunch 

 

 

Friday 13th May 

 

9:30 - 13:00 

 

  Lorenzo Medici 

Università degli Studi di Perugia 

UNESCO’s Policies for the Promotion  
of Linguistic Rights in post-2011 Maghreb   

 
11:00 Coffee break 

 

Charis Boutieri 

King’s College, London 

On Democratic Glossaries: Soft Power  
and Hard Markets in post-Arab  

Spring Tunisia 

 

Karima Laachir  

School of Oriental and African Studies,  

London (via Skype) 

Language Politics and the ‘Mediation’  
of Culture in Morocco 

 

Concluding Session-Future Plans 
Roundtable Discussion 

 

 

 

 

Thursday 12th  May 

 

15:00 -  17:30 

 

Anna Baldinetti 

Università degli Studi di Perugia 

Languages in Libya: Building Block 
of National Identity  and  Soft Power Tool    

 

Jonathan Hill 

King’s College, London 

Technocratic Linkage and  
the Conundrum of Morocco’s  

Non-Democratisation 

 

 
 

Simone Mauri 

School of Oriental and African Studies,  

London 

The Role and Prospects of the Amazigh  
Language in post-Uprisings Morocco 

 

 

 

 

 

 


